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strain. In the same speech already quoted, to the Sayaji
Vihar Club for officers, he said, referring to his earlier
European travels:

'Our officers and Mankaris, when asked, all declare their
willingness to die if need be for the Hussur [i.e. the Maharaja].
As our proverb puts it, "Wherever you spit, there will our blood
lie". But somehow or other mysterious ailments began to
exhibit themselves amongst them or their families: the wives
of some were stricken with rheumatism, the fathers, mothers or
sisters of others were too ill to be left, and the situation was the
reverse of simple. We turned to our relatives. They were
unwilling but from affection they would accompany us.' l

Surely Everyman seeking for friends on his last
journey, and repulsed with the excuse that: *By Saint Anne,
I have a pain in my toe', was in hardly worse predicament
than the autocratic ruler of Baroda.

There was too a deplorable lack of method. It is an
amiable weakness of Indians to be whole-heartedly
enthusiastic in any given cause, but since their mental
equipment is not adapted to detailed examination or to the
forecasting of possible contingencies, enthusiasm is apt to
flag, and the task undertaken to come to nothing or to end
in disaster. A people infinitely patient in the execution
of what promises an immediate result has not the
patience to think out details, to consider the ways and
means, or to wait for long-deferred returns* It was some
such quality as this which prompted the Maharaja to
complain that 'the Indian people are generally not in-
clined to work systematically, and at the present stage they
have much to learn in respect of proper and proportionate
division of work and responsibility and the importance
of the value of time'. If a piece of work were given to
a contractor, he complains by way of illustration, and
alterations were made during execution, no care was taken

1 Speefhes and Addresses, vol. Ii> p. 371,